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HONORABLE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 & 1.98, the enclosed information is being submitted. 
Thirteen U.S. Patent Documents and one Other Document are being submitted as listed on the 
enclosed Form PTO-1449. 

Comment on Reference BA: 

The earliest date this reference was available to the public is uncertain. The last page of the 
reference stated that it was printed in Japan with no copyright date. The inventors obtained a copy in 
March 1999. The U.S. distributor believes it was printed in November or December 1998. 

It is not believed that this is analogous art in that the Brother machine does not create a 
stamp with raised type and requires one to five hours for ink curing, see pp. 40-42. However, if the 
examiner thinks this reference is material, the inventors will enquire further. 

If the examiner thinks that this submission does not comply with 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97, or 1 .98 
in any way, it is requested that the examiner call the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Mark Douma, Esq. 
Registration No.: 34,581 ' 
1001 Manning Street 
Great Falls, V A 22066 
Tel: (703) 759-1002 
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Address to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



37 CFR 1.97(b) 

The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application; within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.491 in an international application; or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits, whichever event occurs last. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after three months of the filing 
of a national application, or the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an 
international application; or after the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, whichever 
occurred last but before the mailing date of either: 



1 . a Final Action under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3, or 



2. a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311. 



whichever occurs first. RECEIVED 
Also submitted herewith is: 0 9 2001 

□ a certification as specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); Technology Center 2600 



OR 



□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) for submission of an Information Disclosure Statement 
under 37 CFR 1.97(c). 
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Payment of Fee 

(Only complete If Applicant elects to pay the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p)) 

A check in the amount of is attached. 

The Assistant Connmissioner is hereby authorized to charge and credit Deposit Account No. 
as described below. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ Charge the amount of 

□ Credit any overpayment. 

□ , Charge any additional fee required. 



Certificate of Transmission by Facsimile* 



Certificate of Mailing by First Class Mail 



I certify that this document and authorization to charge 
deposit account is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office (Fax. No. 
) o n 



(Date) 



Signature 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Signing Certificate 



1 certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on with the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1 .8 and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 



Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 
Mark Douma 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 



"^This certificate may only be used if paying by 
deposit account. 



Dated: 02/09/2001 
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Registration No.: 34,581 
1001 Manning Street 
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Tel: (703) 759-1002 
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